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Campus Safety   
Montclair University Police Department 
So you’re off to college……whether you’re choosing a small school in a rural town or a large university in a big city,                                           
there’s lots and lots you need to know to keep safe.  This presentation from a police office at Montclair University will  
include much information on the ins and outs of safety and security….prevention of crime and where to go for help if you                                           
ever become a victim of a crime.   A question and answer period will also be provided. 
 

Careers in Nursing   
Mia Turro 
Nurses are the compassionate men and women who work in doctor’s offices, hospitals, schools, and emergency clinics.                                 
They are the individuals that often answer questions and assist doctors in treating our injuries and illnesses. But, what else                                       
is a nurse responsible for? What skills are needed to pursue this career? Join Mia Turro, a nurse at Newton Memorial                                         
Hospital for an informal and candid discussion on this diverse and popular field. 
 

Careers in Dentistry   
Dr. Aylin Gezgin DMD,  Sussex Dental Center 
If you are interested in the field of health care and would like to learn more about what a career in dentistry entails, Dr.                                               
Gezgin will be able to answer your questions and share her experiences. Whether you are considering becoming a dentist,                                     
dental hygienist, dental assistant, or working as a member of the office management team in a dental office, she will able to                                           
provide you with information on the necessary steps and what kind of work is involved in a typical day at a dental office. 
 

Careers in Law Enforcement / Investigative Work   
Chief Michael Richards of  Newton Police Department  
Captain Don Peter  Detective for the Sussex County Prosecutors Office 
Are you a fan of CSI?  Criminal Minds?  Scorpion?  Students interested in pursuing a career in law enforcement will have 
the opportunity to hear from Police Chief Michael Richards and Captain Don Peter in this session. Discussions will include; 
education, training, finding / securing a job as a police officer, investigative work, and just how realistic are these shows on 
t.v.?  
 

Careers in Education   
Kory Loyola and Ed Blevins 
To be a teacher, you have an opportunity to share your knowledge and passion for a subject with young minds. Whether                                         
you teach history, math, science, English, a Foreign Language or a specialty area, to be a teacher on both an elementary or                                           
secondary level, you play an integral role in a young person’s life. If you are interested in becoming a teacher, join High                                           
Point’s Mrs. Loyola in this informal, but informative conversation about teaching. 
 

Careers in Science and Research   
Edward Cooke  High Point Alumnus, Class of 2006 
Calling all future engineers! Eddie Cooke will be here to discuss with you the ins and outs of this diverse field. He will                                             
share his educational path, experiences, and provide insight into the various career paths that a major in chemistry can offer.                                       
Eddie graduated with his B.S.in Chemistry from UMass Amherst and earned his MA Chemistry from Rutgers. He is                                   
currently employed at Picatinny Arsenal. 
 



Careers in Stage / Screen    
Jerry verDorn 
So, you want to be an actor? This is the stop for you! Mr. verDorn is known for his Daytime Emmy portrayal of “Ross                                               
Marler” on the longtime running CBS daytime dramaThe Guiding Light and later as “Clint Buchanan” on ABC’sOne Life                                       
To Live. In addition to his television roles, Mr. verDorn also has numerous stage credits to his name  including the                                         
portrayal of “Biff Loman” in Death of a Salesman and “Dr. Treves” in The Elephant Man. This session offers all aspiring                                         
actors the opportunity to learn about the ins and outs of this competitive and evolving industry. 
 

Careers in the Performing Arts   
Jay Web 
Musicians  this one’s for you! If you are interested in musical performance, come meet and learn from Jay Webb                                          
professional trumpet player and teacher! Jay was born and raised in Sussex County and is currently the lead trumpet player                                       
for The Midtown Men, the original cast members of the BroadwayMusical and Tony Award winningJersey Boys. After                                     
graduating from The University of the Arts in Philadelphia, Jay landed a regular job at the Famous Door on Bourbon Street                                         
in New Orleans. He performed with the band there seven days a week until the club closed its doors in 2002. Jay has also                                               
performed with John Legend and the Roots band as well as for Patti Lebelle at the R&B Tribute Awards after party. He is                                             
one of the most sought after trumpet players in the tristate area. When not traveling around the globe withTheMidtown                                         
Men, Jay works privately with a group of aspiring trumpet players. Join Jay in casual conversation to learn about life as a                                           
performing artist and to obtain tips on how to break into this industry.   
 

Careers in Writing / Publishing / Editing   
Dr. Juanita Kirton 
Writing is its own reward.  Henry Miller 
Are you interested in writing? Working as an editor? Wonder about publishing? Join Dr. Juanita Kirton for an up close                                       
and personal review of these fields. Dr. Kirton is currently the Poetry Editor at Clock House Literary journal. She is the                                         
recipient of the 75th Honorable Mention AnniversaryWriters Digest Poetry Competition (2007) winner ofSisters in Script                                 
selfpublishing grant (2008) and Poet Merit Award,American Poetry Association, 1989. Her Chapbook, Inner Journey was                               
released summer of 2009. Her poems have also been published in several anthologies. Her Peace Haiku was selected for                                     
Peace Mural in Philadelphia, PA. Dr. Kirton also facilitates the Blairstown Writers group in NJ, which is affiliated with                                     
Women Who Write in NJ and participates in the Women Reading Aloud workshop series. She earned her MFA from                                     
Goddard College in Vermont in 2015. All aspiring writers are invited to this informational seminar to learn from Dr.                                     
Kirton’s experiences, knowledge, and to do a little writing exercise! 
 

Careers in Physical Therapy   
Kelsey Vander Groef  High Point Alumnus, Class of 2009 
Are you interested in health sciences? High Point Alumnus Kelsey VanderGroef, will provide you with all you need to                                     
know about becoming a Physical Therapist. Kelsey is currently interning at the Professional Physical Therapy facility in                                 
Manhattan (Penn Station Location) where she works with patients receiving outpatient services. She will begin her second                                 
internship in the spring at Memorial Sloan Kettering, also in Manhatten, working with inpatient clients. She will graduate                                   
from Seton Hall University with her Doctorate in Physical Therapy in May. Kelsey was accepted into the Golden Key                                     
International Honor Society and recently completed research through Seton Hall. She was selected by APTA (American                               
Physical Therapy Association) to present her findings to the Association in February. This is a funfilled session and there                                     
will also be plenty of time for questions at the end. 

 

 



Careers in Hotel Management/Hospitality & Event Management   
Jodi Fernandez High Point Alumnus, Class of 1992 
Are you highenergy, a multitasker, and detailoriented? Explore the world of hospitality and event management. Jodi                               
brings 20 years of experience and is currently the Director of Global Accounts for the corporate office of Hyatt Hotels &                                         
Resorts. In this interactive seminar, you will engage in conversation about global event planning, day to day hotel                                   
operations, and creating personal memorable experiences for guests. 
 

College Placement Testing Workshop   
Barbara Harford, Interim Director of Counseling and Advising, SCCC 
You thought that the SAT was the only test you need to take to get into a four year college? But did you know you may                                                   
have to take another test once you attend. Many colleges require their freshman class to take a placement test in math and                                           
writing. This workshop will tell you about the most common test used called the Accuplacer and provide you with tips and                                         
strategies to do your best on the test.   
 

Instant Decision Day SCCC   
Todd Poltersdorf, Director of Admissions, SCCC  
An admissions representative from SCCC will walk you through their application process and you will be instantly                                 
admitted is an SCCC student. This workshop will be combined with the College Placement TestingWorkshop so that you                                     
understand the testing process once you are an accepted student. 
 

Fitness,  Nutrition and Personal Training   
Todd DiNetta 
In addition to working as a PE teacher, Mr. DiNetta is also a personal trainer. If you are interested in pursuing a career as a                                                 
personal trainer or a related field, this workshop will provide you with information. Mr. DiNetta will also talk about the                                       
importance of maintaining a healthy lifestyle in college and avoiding the “Freshmen 12”! 
 

Pursuing Your Wildest Dreams   
Hunter Smith, High Point Class of 2014 
Hunter will encourage students to follow and go after their biggest dreams in life through stories of his own trials and triumphs 
leading to where he is now as a team manager/  race car driver at the toptier auto racing team, J2Mayfield. 
 

Starting and Maintaining Your Own Business   
Michael and Lou Cecchini 
If starting your own business after high school is your plan, come and learn from two established, successful, local business                                       
owners, the ins and outs of business ownership. Specifics of getting started (creating a business plan, gaining financing,                                   
choosing a location, growing your customer base), and issues on maintaining a successful business (working with employees                                 
and customers, the 7:1 rule, learning as you grow the power of networking and professional organizations) will be discussed.                                     
Hear real world examples of what works, what doesn’t, and what it takes to establish and grow your own business. 
 
Careers in the Military 
Captain Lukasz Derda  USMA Class of 2006, Northwest Regional Commander of West Point 
Are you interested in pursuing a career in the military? Whether you plan to enlist, apply to one of the military academies or 
want to attend college through ROTC, Captain Derda will talk with you about your goals and provide information on how to 
achieve them. 
 


